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Our suggested itinerary
Monday 10th to Sunday 16th July 2017

A quick how to….

The idea of Yarn Ramble is to visit a selection of shops, mills and farms that all have one thing in common –providing or producing exceptional yarns and textiles in the wonderful state of Victoria.  Whilst there, you get your passport stamped, purchase something special, or participate in free demonstrations that may be taking place (see our website for stopovers and what they are offering to Ramblers).  Those who visit all stopovers will be included in the draw for a wonderful prize at the end of the Ramble.
Yarn Ramble takes place over six days through July but if you can’t commit to that amount of time, that’s OK!   You may opt to join with some friends and visit all the stopovers together at your own pace, having fun along the way.  Or, allow us to guide you on two regional trips to Western District and Bendigo for an additional cost.
Flights and accommodation are not included in our ticket prices but we have some great suggestions for your stay which you can see on our website. There are loads of options to get to Melbourne: bus, train, fly, boat – up to you how to get here but just make sure you do!  If you need help with your flights, we have a link on our website.
Below is our proposed itinerary highlighted in orange if you choose to participate in the All Strings Attached ticket.  You’re the boss on the days we haven’t got pre-organised tours but I’ve added a few suggestions that could interest you and are all within 90 minutes from Melbourne CBD.

Make sure you check out That's Melbourne  – they know Melbourne and are up to date with what’s on and what to see and do. Click here for a fantastic interactive map you can use whilst in Melbourne
You’ll notice the Victorian map above shows you the stopovers on our Yarn Ramble.   Most can be reached via Melbourne’s tram or bus network, but for those further afield in outer suburbs or regional towns, you will need to arrange your own transport: this is where it would be fun to travel around with some friends. 
A reminder, if you don’t visit all stopovers, that’s no problem – see what you can see within your time-frame and enjoy Victoria – you’ll be glad you did!
Monday 10th July
First day of Yarn Ramble Victoria.
Chris will host a tour around the streets and laneways of the CBD and beyond – 2pm – 4pm (includes myki loaded with one day’s travel). Tickets need to be pre-purchased during registration and are included in “All Strings Attached”.  

6pm – Join us for dinner (venue to be advised) and welcome other Ramblers.  I think you’ll be impressed… Tickets need to be pre-purchased during registration and are included in “All Strings Attached”.
10am – 5pm 
- Yarn Ramble – visit some of the venues on your passport.  

Check out our website for activities/demonstrations at different stopovers.
SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU WHILST IN MELBOURNE:
Ease your way into the great pace of Melbourne – the National Gallery of Victoria and it’s counterpart the Ian Potter Centre at Federation Square have some interesting exhibitions – check out their website to see upcoming and permanent collections.
Tuesday 11th July
7.00am  - Western District – here we come!! – Join the bus at a Russell Court (behind Fed Square and ACMI in Melbourne) and we’ll begin our journey to Great Ocean Road Woollen Mills not far from Warrnambool – a fantastic property that sources, produces and processes magical yarns all the while being sustainable and environmentally friendly.   Let’s see how things happen down there, also dropping into Oak Weaving Studio and see some very beautiful things.  Then we’re off to Timboon to see what all the fuss is when it comes to food.  We will then travel to Tarndwarncoort where we can settle in for a magnificent dinner and restful evening at this historical and magical property. Tickets need to be pre-purchased during registration and are included in “All Strings Attached”.
10am – 5pm 
- Yarn Ramble – visit some of the venues on your passport.  Check out our website for activities/demonstrations at different stopovers.

SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU WHILST IN MELBOURNE:
A day trip to the Yarra Valley and its bucolic hills bursting with wineries, chocolatiers and crafty people is easily within reach as it’s an hour from Melbourne.  Have a look at Visit Yarra Valley – heaps of things to do!  A couple of stopovers are out this way, so make sure you do your research and knock them off at the same time!
Wednesday 12th July

Breakfast at the Homestead and a tour around this historic property will start our day - learning more of Victoria’s sheep history.  We’ll set off to Geelong to the Wool Museum checking out the winners from the Scarf Festival 2017.  We’ll make our way back to Melbourne arriving before 6pm. 

10am – 5pm 
- Yarn Ramble – visit some of the venues on your passport.  Check out our website for activities/demonstrations at different stopovers.
SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU WHILST IN MELBOURNE:
The historical goldfields area of Kyneton, Daylesford and Maldon are all an easy drive from Melbourne and are bursting with artisans and passionate textile lovers.  A few of our passport stopovers are up this way – they’d love you to drop in and say hi.  Also a visit to the magnificent Convent in Daylesford is a definite must…..mmmm lunch!
Thursday 13th July

10am – 5pm 
- Yarn Ramble – visit some of the venues on your passport.  Check out our website for activities/demonstrations at different stopovers.

SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU WHILST IN MELBOURNE:
Mornington Peninsula is a mere hour away from Melbourne – it has everything you want - Click here for some hints on your day out if you like wine, fabulous food, arts and culture and make sure you include a day trip on your itinerary.   Just a hint to make the day even more luxurious, why not stop off at the Pensinsula Hot Springs and let the bubbles soothe those aching wrists from all that knitting, weaving, spinning and crocheting……….

And whilst you are down that way, why not visit Pitchingga Ridge – with their beautiful alpacas and garments and homewares for sale (109 Stony Creek Road Red Hill) – they are one of our passport stopovers and love visitors but do ring to advise that you’re coming – 5989 2866.
Friday 14th July

7.30am – Ramble Trip – Bargains and interest galore at Bendigo Woollen Mills departing from Russell Court behind Fed Square in the city. Then it’s a day at the Australian Sheep and Wool Show, amusing yourself and departing around 4pm to get back into Melbourne around 7pm as we’ll drop into The Wool Stash in Maldon enroute.

There are a couple of stallholders on your passport – take this opportunity to get some extra stamps and enjoy wandering around the Show – a great day out.   So many wonderful things to hear, see and eat.  And smell! Tickets need to be pre-purchased during registration and are included in “All Strings Attached”.
Some of you may prefer to be with the ladies at the “Women in Wool” luncheon, enjoying magnificent local produce and listening to these wonderful women, as part of the Australian Sheep and Wool Show.  The bus will be departing back to Melbourne at 4pm from the Sheep and Wool Show.

Tickets are limited and need to be pre-purchased during registration.

Check out our website for activities/demonstrations at different stopovers.
SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU WHILST IN MELBOURNE:
Craft Victoria has a great space at 31 Flinders Lane – check their website for visiting exhibitions.  
Also consider visiting the Finders Keepers Market at the Royal Exhibition Buildings in Carlton -  feast for the eyes over the whole weekend!!!
Saturday 15th July
7.30am – Ramble Trip – We’re running another day trip to Bendigo departing from Russell Court behind Fed Square in the city – once again, discounts and interest galore at Bendigo Woollen Mills.  Then it’s a day at the Australian Sheep and Wool Show, amusing yourself and departing around 4pm to get back into Melbourne before 7pm.

There are a couple of stallholders on your passport – take this opportunity to get some extra stamps and enjoy wandering around the Show – a great day out.  So many wonderful things to see, hear and eat.  And smell! Tickets need to be pre-purchased during registration and are included in “All Strings Attached”.
10am – 5pm  - Yarn Ramble – visit some of the venues on your passport.  Check out our website for activities/demonstrations at different stopovers.

SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU WHILST IN MELBOURNE:

How about a walking tour around Melbourne, Carlton or Fitzroy?  foodi tours offers guided tours that take a couple of hours and can fill you in on the history of our CBD streets and inner suburbs and can focus on particular favourites like chocolate or other sweet delights or maybe check out some great places for dinner?  Offering passport holders a 20% discount on all tours but bookings are necessary -– check them out here. And remember to add the coupon code YARN RAMBLE when booking.
Another must see is the Rose Street Market in Fitzroy.  Open Saturdays and Sundays, - known by some as Melbourne’s home of art and design.  Lots to see and do – and eat – Naked for Satan definitely worth a visit! 
Sunday 16th July 
10am – 5pm - Yarn Ramble – visit some of the venues on your passport.  Check out our website for activities/demonstrations at different stopovers.

SUGGESTIONS FOR YOU WHILST IN MELBOURNE:

If you enjoy markets, you’ll be spoilt for choice in Melbourne – on Sundays only there are 2 terrific markets – one out the front of the Arts Centre in St Kilda Road or on the esplanade in St Kilda overlooking the iconic beach – both have terrific local produce and craft items for sale.  And of course a visit to Melbourne must include a trip to the Queen Victoria market – fresh food, music, it’s all there.
Or maybe you could be a lady drinking from “the nice cups” at Werribee Mansion, a stunning property and gardens built on the fortunes of the 1870s Wool Boom – only on Sundays, they have a wonderful high tea in front of the fire, bookings essential, less than half an hour from Melbourne – check it out here or call
9731 4000.
Thanks Victoria – it’s been a blast!!
BOOK HERE to purchase an “All Strings Attached” pass – this includes registration with limited edition Yarn Ramble tote, map and passport, Melbourne Tour, Western District overnight trip, a day trip to Bendigo and a seat at our special “Welcome Graze” Dinner.  

Or register and book where you want to go with your fabulous “Yarn Ramble” tote. 
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